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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Principal Officers.

Item 5.02(b) Death of Director

On December 8, 2004, the Board of Directors was informed of the death of director Melody C. Teppola, who passed away on December 6, 2004.
While the Board of Directors has made no decision as to whether or not the resulting vacancy on the Board will be filled, there continues to be a
majority of independent directors on the Board.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS COMPANY
(Registrant)

Dated: December 9, 2004 /s/ Beth A. Ugoretz

Senior Vice President and General Counsel



